
                 The Killing of Robert Woodward:     Factsheet 2

Robert 'Woody' Woodward was killed while seeking political asylum in a church.

Woody explained his reasons for seeking asylum to the congregation: that he was an
environmental activist whom authorities would torture and kill if they apprehended him.

15 minutes later Woody lay dying on the church floor with multiple gunshot wounds from
40 caliber police pistols.  His bullet-riddled arms had been handcuffed behind his back.

Woody was a pacifist and a vegan who literally would not hurt a fly.
He was widely known for his good deeds including service to the needy and disabled.

Woody had plead with the congregation to stay and bear witnesses for him.
Several minutes after he entered the church when many of the parishioners started to
leave, Robert took out a pocket knife and pointed it at his face threatening himself
harm if people continued to leave.  18 members parishioners stayed to bear witness.

All of the at least four witnesses who have spoken publicly stated that Woody
never threatened anyone but himself, and say they were not afraid of him.

Three uniformed police officers entered the church wearing body armor each carrying
at least pepper spray and a semiautomatic pistol.  They never used or attempted to use
negotiation, pepper spray, tasers, or other nonlethal methods to subdue Woody.

Two of the three officers, Marshall Hollbrook and Terrance Parker, fired 7 rounds at
Woody.  At least one round entered his abdomen and caused a fatal wound.
Another round entered his back and lodged in his spinal chord.
According to a detailed account by eyewitness J.B.C Thomas, who has since died,
most of the rounds entered Woody after he had fallen to the floor.

Woody had attempted to make phone calls on a cell phone with the help of a parishioner
before the police arrived to verify his identity.  Although the calls were not answered,
one call did go through to a voicemail message system which then recorded events after
the arrival of the police, including yelling by the police and gunshots.
On the message Woody can be heard to say "It's a political assassination".

Once he was shot, it took 43 minutes to move Woody from the church floor to the local
hospital, a distance of less than three miles, and it took almost 4 hours to move
Woody to a hospital equipped to treat his trauma.  He died shortly after arriving there.

Acting Brattleboro Police Chief John Martin departed for three days for a "previously
scheduled vacation" the day following the shooting.  He has maintained that the shooting
was consistent with departmental force policy.

John Martin returned the shooting officers to active duty after 10 days of paid
administrative leave following the shooting, on the basis of a debriefing that Martin
has refused to make public.

Since the shooting public officials have refused to release the 911 and police radio
tapes, the eyewitness statements, the police force policy, and the autopsy report.
They have maintained that they cannot release that information until their investigation
is complete, yet, over 2 months after the shooting, they refuse to disclose information
on the progress or expected completion date of the investigation.

For documentation of these facts and others relating to the killing Woody visit:

                                        www.justiceforwoody.org


