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The people of Vermont continue to question the police homicide of Robert “Woody” Woodward.
On December 2, 2001, Woody entered a Brattleboro church, frightened and weeping, appealing to
those present for sanctuary.  While receiving assistance from congregants, Woody was approached
and shot seven times - all within one minute - by two Brattleboro police officers, who now claim that
Woody was attempting to kill them.  Although Woody had threatened to harm himself with a pocket
knife, 17 out of the 18 eyewitnesses to the shooting maintain that they did not see Woody threaten
anyone other than himself.  A subsequent investigation has cleared the officers of any wrongdoing.

As citizens, we are concerned that the investigation conducted by the State Police and the
Attorney General’s office appears to be biased, and is therefore inadequate.  Among our concerns:

1. The investigation and report were produced exclusively by Vermont law enforcement.
2. Within 24 hours of the shooting, State Police investigators stated publicly that police had
followed proper procedure.
3. The documents produced by the investigation reveal both an effort to identify and pursue evidence
supporting the police, and a reluctance to pursue evidence which calls police actions into question.
4. The resulting Attorney General’s report treats police claims as fact when they are contradicted by
the direct eyewitness testimony of those present.
5. The report includes every piece of evidence that could be used to support its conclusion
that the officers fired in self defense, while completely omitting the much larger body of evidence
that contradicts this conclusion.

    These and other indications of bias call into question the conclusions of the Attorney General’s report,
and raise concerns about a short-circuiting of the Justice System in this matter.

    Therefore, we, the undersigned, request that Vermont Governor Howard Dean initiate an
independent investigation into the shooting of Robert Woodward.  Only the appointment of a truly
independent investigator to review this controversial killing will restore our faith in the Justice System
of the State of Vermont.
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